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Abstract

In the crisis-ridden Middle East and North AfricelENA) region the contemporary
situation, created as a result of the “Arab spriag/well as the Syrian and Iraqi crises, is
approaching a new phase. The issue of the futwm®-political structure of Syria and
Irag as well as of the influence of events theinthe situation in the Gulf region has
come to the forefront. Under the circumstancegohe of so significant external players
as the USA, Russia and China can hardly be ovetratethe same time, their power and
importance are changing. The workshop looks atAtadd Spring namely at the war in
Syria and the unrest in Iraq and examines the &hina the US and Russia as well as
the roles of regional players namely Arab Gulf does and Iran. The workshop also
sees how those disturbances in Iraq and Syria indlited a new pattern of behaviour
on Arab Gulf countries as well as Iran. The Arabii8phas allowed Iran to take a more
proactive role and to engage engaging with the 8&mmamunities in the Arab world. On




the other hand amid American retrenchment, Arabf @alntries adopted a more
assertive foreign policy while trying to forge allices with new international players
such as Russia. The workshop also seeks to anahgeompare the foreign relations
patterns of the three mentioned powers (USA, Ruas@ China) with the Gulf Co-

operation Council (GCC) countries, Iraq, Syria drgh by framing these relations
against shifting global dynamics as well as theoomg regional conflicts. Overall, the

workshop will contribute to critically discussingovks on foreign policy analysis by
filling the gap in the literature on the contempgrioreign relations of the Gulf countries
and providing new insights into a pivotal topic tbe future of the MENA region and the
GCC countries in particular.

Description and Rationale

In the crisis-ridden MENA region the contemporaityation, created as a result of the
“Arab spring” as well as the Syrian and Iraqi csises approaching a new phase. The
issue of the future socio-political structure ofi@yand Irag as well as of the influence of
events therein on the situation in the Gulf regh@s come to the forefront. Under the
circumstances, some of the most significant extgpteyers in the region — the USA,
Russia and China — together with the European U(ihf), Great Britain and others are
maintaining very important roles, though their powead ranking are shifting.

USA

Lately the USA guarded the tradition of being thiegpal external force in Gulf, though
this role is challenged by Iran. The US positiors leased on their economic influence,
traditional links with the GCC states, solid milifapresence (large bases in Bahrain,
Qatar, etc.) together with the willingness to dgptleeir armed forces for the protection
of the US interests as perceived by Washington.

At the same time the future US role in the Gulfioagis questionable. First of all, the
centre of American military-political interests hslsfted to the Pacific region, where the
growing Chinese power has already challenged tedgminance of the USA over the
Far East and the South-East Asia. Secondly, ddketshale revolution the USA is not
only losing interest in the oil supplies from thelfregion to a great extent, but is itself
becoming a big exporter of hydrocarbons and thuspaitor with the GCC members in
the world energy markets. However, even under thesmimstances it is next to
impossible to suppose that the USA may become etleg disinterested in the Gulf
regional problems. The US failure in Iraq, and preblems that emerged from this



failure have killed the American public, as welllipoal elite appetite for active
engagement in the region.

The American invasion in Iraq has sparked the E8hia clashes that intensified with
the outbreak of the Arab Spring. The sectarian ibenscreates another factor
complicating the stabilisation of the region. Thugnflict initiated by the American
invasion to Iraq has snowballed and resulted ieva wave of international terrorism that
threatens the West. The Islamic State representmanifestation. Despite this fact and
despite American retrenchment, any national antmned) programs of socio-economic
development, especially those introducing variausovations in this field, anticipate
very active participation of American investmerkspwledge, expertise, and specialists
as prerequisites to their success.

Another sudden, unpredictable element is the detisof president Trump’s
administration to question the Joint Comprehengian of Action (JCPOA, known
commonly as Iran nuclear deal), which from the RussEuropean and some other
points of view is among the most important factoirshe future security in the Gulf as
well as in the MENA. On the other hand the GCCestato not see the nuclear deal as a
mean to achieve stability. They see the deal aempng Iran and giving her financial
means to promote her ideological project in theamgAccording to GCC members, the
JCPOA did not have any political clauses, and ditl put any restraints on Iran’s
proactive behaviour in exchange for normalisation.

Russia

The present economic capacities of Russia do hmwal to be a primary player in the
Gulf region. Notwithstanding these drawbacks thesdftan Federation remains quite
competitive in some of modern technological fielasd is capable to take part e.g. in the
development of atomic energy electrical genergpiants in Saudi Arabia and other Arab
states of the Gulf. Similar Russian bilateral cemion with Iran in mutual atomic
energy projects has reached a rather advanceddéealdy. The Russian Federation is
also highly interested in attracting foreign inveshts into its economy, including
investments from the Gulf States. There are alsteguositive examples in this field, e.g.
mutual projects with Qatar.

Despite limited economic capacities Russian reg#gorent in the MENA region as a
power, which has been ready to deploy its militbosces to defend its interests (as
perceived by Moscow) allows the countries of thggar to use the Russian Federation as
a symbolic alternative to the (undeniable) Ameritzadership. During the Obama years
that were seen as a period of American retrenchntfemtArab Gulf looked at Russia for
partnerships. This was embodied by the trade desaigell the UAE Crown Prince visits



to Russia. In the limited framework of exclusivetyilitary matters, the Russian
Federation is aspiring to be among the suppliensezdpons and military equipment for
the Gulf States.

Russia direct military involvement in MENA has beeonfined to Syria where the
Russian military has managed to play a really dexile of a game changer, explicitly
supporting president Basher Al Assad. The quest®nwhether the successful
intervention in Syria constitutes a prelude for enactive Russian involvement elsewhere
in the region?

The Russian Federation has showed motivation toeldpvco-operation with the

countries of the region in the mutual fight agaimsérnational terrorism. Yet from the
GCC states’ point of view the Russian Iranian &es a main point of contention for the
Gulf. However, given the pragmatic outlook the Gedluntries adopt they are trying to
warm up to the new regional player. In the perspecif the new important Role Russia
plays in the region, the workshop examines therpiatieof future cooperation between
Arab Gulf States and the Russian Federation.

China

China is very interested in the supplies of hydrocas from the Gulf region, and is
aiming at “depoliticised” co-operation with the eaes of the Gulf. But simultaneously
the very scope of Chinese economic exchanges hatlstates in the region as well as of
Chinese participation in the mutual developmenjgats is proving the increasing weight
of China and its matter of fact competition (if motalry) with the USA, EU, Great
Britain, and other Western countries. Constant atatbns about “depoliticised”
relationships have not got in the way of supplywegapons, e.g. missile complexes to
Saudi Arabia.

Anticipated Participants

Possible issues to be addressed in the workshamlanthe following:

l. General influence of the new political sitwatiin the Gulf on the policies of regional
states.



- 1) Traditions of American-Arab co-operation (indlugl education, personal
contacts);

- 2) US foreign trade relations with the Gulf stades bi-directional capital flows;

- 3) New role of “oil and natural gas” factor;

- 4) Emerging shift of the centre of gravity in Anwan foreign policy towards the
Pacific region;

- 5) Uncertainty caused by the Joint Comprehensie@m Bf Action (Iran nuclear
deal).

- 6) The US policy in Syria from Obama to Trump

Il. Russian Federation

- 1) The quest of Russian Federation to gain a foatHold in the Middle East as a
military actor;

- 2) Economic drawbacks of Russia balanced partljtdbgapacities to co-operate
with the Gulf in the fields of atomic energy, conmgial utilization of space, etc.;

- 3) Russian policy of non-interference;

- 4) Development of bi-lateral relations of Russi#hwhe Gulf states;

- b) Antiterrorist co-operation and alliances of Rass the MENA,

- 6) Co-operation between Russia and OPEC

- 7) Russian Gulf relation since the Arab Spring

IV. China

- 1) The importance of MENA hydrocarbon resource<dbina;

- 2) MENA as a significant market for Chinese goods;

- 3) The slogan to “depoliticise” links in the framenk of “Overseas Silk Way”;

- 4) The matter of fact Chinese competition with A, India, Russia and other
countries outside the MENA.

V. The views from Arab states on the roles of Wl#A, Russian Federation and China in
region.

VI. The views from Iran on the roles of the USA, Rian Federation and China in
region.

VII. The role of the Gulf in the Syrian crisis

VIII. The role of Iran in the Syrian crisis



VIII. The Arab Gulf new partnerships amid Ameriaatrenchment
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Dr. Dania Koleilat Khatib is the Executive Director for Al Istishari Al Steggy Center
for Economic and Future Studies, an independent Bbhabi based think tank. Her
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spans media biases, sectarianism, extremism anerrgowe. Dr. Khatib worked as a
marketing consultant and director, PR account mamaigd also in the banking industry.

She authored a book on the Arab lobby and the fadtw success and for failure. Her
book is published by Routledge UK.The Arabic vemsie published by the Center of
Arab Unity for Studies in Beirut. She is a regufarblisher on, namely, on the US
relation with the Arab Gulf in several regional repapers: Annahar Lebanon, Riyadh
KSA-AI khaleej UAE-AlI Ahram Egypt and Gulf News UAEShe is a weekly columnist
in the Bahraini newspaper Al Watan. Dania is a l&gon a series of Middle Eastern TV
stations. Dr.Khatib has participated and spokemuimerous workshops and conferences.
She was also a co-director in 2017 GRM. She is mlmee of the Arab Council of Social



Studies. Dania holds a PhD in Politics from theugnsity of Exeter and both an MA and
a BA in Business Administration from the Americanitgrsity in Beirut.
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